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Life at Dumbarton House:  
Take the Mystery Out Of History! 

 
As you explore the mysteries of the chamber, check a box to show whether each 
statement about life in the Federal Period is True or False. If a statement is False, 
rewrite it so that it is True! 
 

 200 Years Ago, In the 
Federal Period… 

 
True 

 
False 

If the statement is False,  
correct it to make it True: 

1. A chamber was a type 
of room that is most 
like an office. 

   

2. Wealthy people had 
indoor bathrooms to 
wash up in. 

   

3. People sometimes 
slept in chairs instead 
of beds. 

   

4. Wealthy homes were 
lit by electric lamps. 

   

5. People hid messy 
projects in special 
“junk drawers!” 

   

6. People warmed their 
beds with hot coals. 

   

7. Firescreens were used 
to keep people from 
getting too cold. 

   

8. Chambers were 
private places where 
guests and servants 
were not allowed. 

   

9. It was not polite to eat 
or drink anywhere but 
in a dining room. 

   

10. People drank lots of 
tea because it was 
cheap and easy to get. 

   

 


